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The Art of Love profiles of some of the most fascinating couples of the art world, exploring the passionate,
challenging and loving relationships behind some of the world’s greatest works of art and revealing both
the magical and dangerous effects that two artists in a romantic relationship can have on each other’s
work.
The Art of Love delves into the formation, peculiarities and sometimes breakdown of each romance,
documenting their highs and lows and proving just how powerful love can be in the creative process.
Whether long-lasting, peaceful collaborations, or short-lived, tumultuous, or indeed secret affairs, Kate
Bryan opens the door on a range of great love stories: the rivalries, the intensity, the suffocating nature of
devoting a marriage to art, and conversely the freedom of living a life entirely wrapped up in creativity. She
also repositions artists overlooked by their more famous and successful spouse.

“In writing this presentation of 34 artist couples from 1880 to the present day, I have come across more
romantically engaged artists than I could have imagined. There were many artist couples that were
considered and whose stories remain unwritten here… In my selection, I endeavoured to give the broadest
possible artistic spectrum of the past century or so, and as many different perspectives on artists in love as
possible. The artists here represent 13 nationalities and reflect those who reached prominence and were
‘accepted’ in the twentieth century. Only 17 out of the 68 are alive today. It is my hope that through the
spell of romance and love, new audiences will come to the art and artists beautifully represented in these
pages by Asli Yazan. They are all by now my old friends and I hope this book enables you to cherish their
tales and art as much as I do.” Kate Bryan
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The Art of Love features:
Alexander Rodchenko & Varvara Stepanova
Barbara Hepworth & Ben Nicholson
Bernd Becher & Hilla Becher
Camille Claudel & Auguste Rodin
Carl Andre & Ana Mendieta
Carroll Dunham & Laurie Simmons
Christo & Jeanne-Claude
Elaine de Kooning & Willem de Kooning
Emilia Kabakov & Ilya Kabakov
Frances Loring & Florence Wyle
Françoise Gilot & Pablo Picasso
Frida Kahlo & Diego Rivera
Georgia O’Keeffe & Alfred Stieglitz
Gilbert & George
Gwendolyn Knight & Jacob Lawrence
Hans Arp & Sophie Taeuber-Arp
Idris Khan & Annie Morris

Jasper Johns & Robert Rauschenberg
Josef Albers & Anni Albers
Joseph Cornell & Yayoi Kusama
Kay Sage & Yves Tanguy
Lee Krasner & Jackson Pollock
Lee Miller & Man Ray
Leon Golub & Nancy Spero
Lili Elbe & Gerda Wegener
Maria Martins & Marcel Duchamp
Marina Abramovic & Ulay
Maud Hunt Squire & Ethel Mars
Max Ernst & Dorothea Tanning
Nancy Holt & Robert Smithson
Niki de Saint Phalle & Jean Tinguely
Raoul Hausmann & Hannah Höch
Robert Delaunay & Sonia Delaunay
Tim Noble & Sue Webster

Kate Bryan is a curator, writer and arts broadcaster and is Head of Collections
for Soho House group globally. As well as being the custodian of the 5000
strong Soho House art collection, she is actively curating contemporary art
collections for new Soho House sites across the world and has over a decade’s
experience working as a contemporary art dealer in both London and Hong
Kong. She has written and presented television programmes for the BBC, Sky
Arts and Sky Arte Italia and is the lead presenter of The Art Show and a judge
on Sky Arts Portrait Artist of the Year and Landscape Artist of The Year. In
2014 Kate won the Arts and Culture category in the Women of the Future
Awards and is now a mentor for young women in the arts. She co-authored ‘A
Little Book of Portraits’ (published 2014) and has written pieces for The
Guardian, Huffington Post, Asian Art News and World Sculpture News.
Kate lives in London and is available for interview. katebryanart.com
Asli Yazan is a designer & freelance illustrator based in Istanbul, Turkey. She creates work for publishing,
books, magazines, online media and more. asliyazan.com
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